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Atelier 3.a Les NTR et la parenté
Représentations émergentes et construction de la parenté

Lundi 14 novembre, 16H00-18H00

Président : Maks Banens
Jérôme COURDURIES

Gestation pour autrui et parenté. A propos de la place donnée à la femme qui a porté l'enfant. 
Les éléments que je propose de présenter, plus que des premiers résultats, prendront la forme de pistes de réflexion, à partir d’une enquête que j’ai débuté auprès d’une association française regroupant notamment des hommes et des femmes hétérosexuels qui ont eu recours à une gestation pour autrui. Une analyse des discours de mères d’exercice permet de mettre en lumière la place singulière que la gestatrice occupe, avant mais aussi après la naissance, dans la vie des parents et de leur enfant. Des liens se nouent et parfois perdurent. Quelques fois, plusieurs années après la naissance des enfants, un lien semble subsister avec celle qui, le temps de la grossesse, « a nourri » l’enfant. Les deux femmes peuvent se téléphoner ou s’envoyer des courriers manuscrits ou électroniques accompagnés de photos de leurs enfants respectifs. On peut se demander quelle est la nature de ce lien, entre la gestatrice et les parents et sur quoi il repose : le caractère extra-ordinaire du « don » que représente la GPA aux yeux des parents ; le lien supposé unir l’enfant à la femme qui l’a porté et mis au monde ? Dans d’autres cas, avec le temps, les liens avec la gestatrice se distendent. Mais même là, elle semble rester une figure présente dans la vie familiale, au moins par le biais de photos conservées dans une boîte ou exposées dans un album. Cela ouvre sur d’autres réflexions à propos des situations où la femme qui a accepté de porter un enfant pour un couple devient une figure familiale, une « sorte de mère », comme l’a envisagé une jeune mère, répondant aux questions de Dominique Mehl  ou comme a pu me le confier, dans le cadre de mon enquête doctorale, un couple d’hommes ayant eu recours à la GPA. Le système de parenté euro-américain fait des « mères gestatrices » et des mères d’intention des figures concurrentielles. De ce point de vue, qualifier la femme qui a porté l’enfant de « nounou », comme c’est parfois le cas, pourrait faire écho à une volonté de minimiser son rôle physique et biologique (Ragoné 1996 : 360 ). Dans les cas, a priori les plus nombreux, où la gestatrice ne fait pas don d’un ovocyte, comment se fait le partage de la fonction de concevoir et de mettre au monde ? L’ensemble de ces questions amènent à s’interroger sur ce que fait la gestation pour autrui au principe d’exclusivité de la filiation et à envisager d’une autre manière le partage de fonctions parentales entre plusieurs femmes habituellement appréhendées dans le seul cadre des lien de sang ou d’élection.
Susanna GRAHAM

Single women and absent fathers: negotiating parenthood through sperm donation.
Assisted conception has long challenged the ‘natural facts’ of reproduction. However, when single women become mothers through the use of donor sperm, their reproduction not only challenges the traditional imagery of procreation but also men’s contribution to it. Is this the ultimate feminist act? Has man’s contribution to reproduction and parenting been reduced to merely a distant gamete provider? Drawing upon ethnographic fieldwork in the UK exploring the experiences and decision making of single heterosexual women embarking upon motherhood through the use of donor sperm, this paper will examine how these single women fragment reproduction in order to salvage the gendered expectation of motherhood. In contrast to the public discourse depicting these women as selfish for actively negating men from family life, this paper elucidates the complexity and ambivalence that surrounds their reproductive quandary when left behind in what they perceive to be the race to find a partner and form a family within the remaining time frame their fertility allows. By decoupling reproduction from the context of a relationship these women embark upon motherhood without a partner and without a father, in the traditional sense, for their child. However, as this paper will detail, their choices regarding donors, as well as thoughts about male role models and their own dating future, highlight the importance these women place on men and their role in family life. Traditionally when heterosexual couples have incorporated sperm donation into their reproductive choices, the donor has been invisible from the process, a ‘treatment’ for infertility, chosen to match the physical characteristics of the social father who will assume all rights and responsibilities for the resultant child. However, when a single woman uses donor sperm there is no male partner to match characteristics to, nor a male who will take on the social father role. How then do single women choose a sperm donor and what significance is assigned to his role? By exploring the complex meanings single women attach to sperm donors and their ambivalent feelings towards them, this paper will argue that sperm donors become visible actors, albeit symbolically, in this emerging family form. It will illustrate how, for many of the single women, the sperm donor represents more than just genetic material: in choosing a donor these women are not engaged in eugenics, picking the ‘perfect child’ but gleaming as much information as possible about him so they can at least recreate an image, if not the reality, of an absent father.
Olga ISUPOVA et Nina RUSANOVA

Changing meaning of parenting and NRT. 
The paper considers one of the important real-life dimensions of changing meaning of parenting, which is totally based on modern NRT developments. Namely, the issue of choice some women are making already now about whether to choose surrogate mother as third party in their parenting combination, or, an oocyte donor. Whatever ethical or practical considerations concerning the fact that some countries allow these NRT methods while other don’t, there already are women and couples making such decisions or considering them. There are occasions and diagnoses, when such a choice is possible, although not too many of them; however, on many other occasions women give thoughts to this issue, considering, what would be their choice if necessity demands one or another option. The paper is based on a research of several discussions happened on forum Probirka.ru during years 2006-2008. This forum unites native Russian-speaking NRT patients from many countries of the world. This forum is the most popular among this population and includes 31496 registered users on March the 30rth, 2011. It is found out that there are women to whom genetic link to their children is more important than the possibility to carry a child within one’s body. They strongly want a child to be similar to them and represent their-this world continuation. Gradually, this makes out of them a new variant of quasi-male parent, and, in addition, there are several types of such parenting, as well as among real male parents. However, more women prefer to carry a child within their bodies without having a genetic link to it, if such an issue of choice arises. There are both social and traditional (i.e., intention to show pregnancy to those around them) and personal and power-giving reasons for that (i.e., desire to feel unity with a child during pregnancy, to have a possibility to breast-feed, etc.). At the same time, genetic link is absolutely unimportant; some even pretend (?) not to understand what the genes are, and what their role is. These women also form a new kind of parent, though in a way which is invisible to the others. Deep reasons for preference of one or the other type of behavior, and choice of kind of parenting, are to be explored and shown to academic community for discussion and comments.
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