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Atelier 1.a Enjeux économiques et démographiques des NTR sur la scène transnationale
Des disparités nationales aux circuits transnationaux

Lundi 14 novembre, 11H00-13H00

Présidente : Virginie Rozée
Bénédicte BEVIERE-BOYER

Réflexions sur les enjeux, pratiques et conséquences de l'assistance médicale à la procréation sur la scène transnationale 

Des différences significatives existent au niveau des législations de l’assistance médicale à la procréation (AMP). L’intervention aura pour objectif de présenter les disparités législatives et de tenter d’en expliquer les raisons (historiques, sociales, juridiques, éthiques, médicales, etc.). Seront ensuite présentée les conséquences générées par le tourisme médical tant pour les pays d’accueil où sont réalisés les actes de l’AMP que pour les pays de retour. Par exemple, pourront être envisagées les raisons pour lesquelles les couples (hétérosexuels, homosexuels ou célibataires) décident de se rendre à l’étranger. Pourront aussi être présentées les incidences que cela peut avoir à l’égard de la santé publique (prise en charge des couples ayant réalisé l’AMP par leurs pays de retour par les organismes de protection sociale, effets sur les populations locales fortement incitées à céder leurs gamètes dans les pays où sont réalisés l’AMP, incidence sur le fonctionnement du système de santé, les praticiens locaux étant moins disponibles car préférant privilégier les activités d’aides à la procréation plus lucratives, etc.). Le rôle des assurances, des contrôles et des certifications des établissements pratiquant les actes d’AMP  pourront aussi être envisagés.
Enrica BRACCHI

Destination bébé: le turismo procreativo dans les médias italiens

Selon deux enquêtes menées en 2005 par l’Osservatorio sul Turismo Procreativo/« Observatoire sur le tourisme de la procréation », les couples qui ont choisi l’« exode reproductif » seraient 4173 contre 1066 avant l’entrée en vigueur de la loi n° 40 du 19 février 2004 – Norme in materia di procreazione medicalmente assistita/« Règles en matière de procréation médicalement assistée ». Parmi les nombreux pays choisis par les « réfugiés d’un pays arriéré », l’Espagne est la destination préférée par les couples italiens (de 60 à 1365 couples). Puis, la Suisse attire pour la possibilité de cryoconservation des embryons ; la Belgique est en revanche choisie pour le diagnostic préimplantatoire. Enfin, la Grande-Bretagne et les États-Unis sont des destinations de luxe pour des « touristes » aisés et qui maîtrisent la langue anglaise. Les « touristes de la procréation » doivent faire face à des désagréments logistiques, économiques et psychologiques. Aussi, au vu du coût important des traitements et des voyages de l’espoir, on peut affirmer que les interdits de la loi italienne n° 2004-40 engendrent une disparité de traitement des Italiens, ce qui provoque des inégalités sociales quant aux projets de parentalités et en matière de fecondazioni esterologa /« fécondations étrangèrologue ». Dans notre communication, nous nous intéresserons au débat médiatique qui suscite le développement du turismo procreativo/tourisme de la procréation, dans l’Italie du XXIe siècle. Nous nous proposons de montrer la position de l’Italie face à ce phénomène transnational aux enjeux sociétaux et économiques majeurs. Nous étudierons ainsi les termes et les expressions employés par les journalistes de la presse — écrite et audiovisuelle — italienne contemporaine, d’une part pour décrire le phénomène en question et d’autre part pour nommer les différents acteurs — « pourvoyeurs » ou bénéficiaires de services reproductifs — des nouvelles techniques de reproduction.

Lise KANCKOS

The Finnish altruistic surrogate mother and the foreign rented womb

Surrogacy arrangements were practiced to some extent in Finland before the law on assisted reproduction 1237/2006 came into force on 1 September 2007. The political debate on surrogacy was at times lively during the preparations of the law. This paper is based on a discourse and rhetoric analysis of discussions on surrogacy, maternity and nationality in the Finnish parliamentary debates on assisted reproduction in the 2000s. The material consists of three debates in 2002, 2006 and 2007 on the legalization of surrogacy. In these debates surrogacy arrangements in Finland were often constructed as safe and controlled, and the Finnish surrogate was described as altruistic, while surrogates in other countries were constructed as rented wombs. These Finnish political discourses on surrogacy are also discussed in relation to a wider context of transnational reproduction, globalization and consumption. I also intend to briefly compare the Finnish political discussions, legislation and practices on surrogacy to the other Nordic countries. There is a great divergence between ART policies in the Nordic countries, despite of a tradition of harmonization of legislation. These differences have in previous research been described in terms of policy design, the timing of the decision-making, actor beliefs (i.e. the interests or beliefs among relevant actors), and arena of law-drafting (e.g. the Ministry of Justice or the Ministry of Health) (Burrell 2006). In addition to this list, I would like to stress the importance of public discourse, which is of great importance when it comes to discussions on access rights, e.g. for single women and same-sex couples. The paper is based on my ongoing doctoral thesis in sociology. The dissertation deals with the construction of social and moral problems in the Finnish parliamentary debates on assisted reproduction in the 2000s. The thesis is based on discussions on post-secularity and theories of claims-making (Spector & Kitsuse [1977] 2008), ie. the discursive construction of social problems.
Venetia KANTSA

Reproductive tourism in Greece: An anthropological approach

European countries vary significantly in relation to Artificial Reproductive Technologies (ART) legislation and regulation. Gamete donor anonymity, state funding and reimbursement, marital status, number of embryos transferred, embryo freezing, and oocyte donation are legal pinch points that differentiate greatly from one country to another (Brown 2009: 23). The outcome of such legal diversity is that an ever growing number of people may travel within Europe because they do not have access to some ART in their own countries due to legal, economic, practical, technological or religious reasons. Current discussions on reproductive tourism tend to focus on a “permissive” vs. “restrictive” discourse that draws on notions of “reproductive autonomy”, “free will”, “right to choose” on the one hand and “protection of life”, “human dignity”, “public acceptance”, “moral views of the majority”, “adequate protection from the state” from the other (Blyth and Farrand 2005). Yet, I would suggest that the current proliferation of assisted reproduction techniques urges us to move beyond “libertarian” vs “restrictive” dichotomies and reconsider issues of exchange and trafficking of genetic material, embryos, surrogacy in relation to the specific cultural contexts in which they emerge. I intend to discuss these issues focusing on the example of Greece. ART legislation and regulation in Greece (Law 3089/2002 and 3305/2005) allows for preimplantation genetic diagnosis, embryo freezing, anonymous sperm donation, anonymous egg donation, embryo donation and surrogacy and gives access to these technologies to married people, non-married couples and single women. Drawing on medical innovations, state awareness of infertility and the so called “demographic” problem, as well as the cultural significance of parenthood, and especially motherhood, the legal regulation of ART in Greece is considered as one of the most “progressive” in Europe. In the context of this paper I will discuss the legal, medical and religious culturally specific context which allows and promotes reproductive tourism in Greece. The paper forms part of a broader ongoing ethnographic research on assisted reproduction in contemporary Greece. It is based on qualitative methods -in-depth interviews with people who drew on assisted reproduction technologies, discussions with medical and legal experts, participant observation in reproduction clinics, and content analysis of legal texts but also popular publications- and focuses on shifting and changing gender and kinship relations in the context of emerging social and technological transformations.
Sunita REDDY, Tulsi PATEL et S. SCHICKTANZ

Reproductive Tourism in India: Complicating Bio-socialities in the practice of surrogacy

Medical tourism (MT) in Asian countries is premised on economic calculus. In India, MT costs one-tenth of any non-elective surgery in a Western country with comparable professional expertise and technology. Reproductive tourism (RT) laced with controversies and debates, is a million dollar business. Indian Council of Medical Research estimated $6 Billion in surrogacy cases in 2008. The total cost of renting a womb in India works out to around US $ 10,000 as compared to about US $ 50,000 in the west. Indian council of medical research (ICMR) have come out with ‘Guidelines for Accreditation, Supervision and Regulation of ART clinics in India 2005’. Under  Assisted Reproductive Technology (Regulation) Act, 2010, it is mandatory to register the clinics, in order to keep an account of the mushrooming of ART clinics, check the transmission of communicable diseases from the donors to the children, sex selection is prohibited, identity of the donors be kept confidential, and follow ethical and legal codes (ICMR, 2010). However, the ministry is in the process of drafting a policy on this issue. This paper is based on the ongoing empirical research in Hyderabad city, in Southern India, commissioned by the Central Ministry of Women and Child development, Delhi, to revise the Assisted Reproductive Technologies draft policy. The paper here questions, how the newer methods of procreation push the very idea of model/models of family, social changes and the emergence of ‘everyday forms of kinship’, not only making sense of newer forms of reproduction, but also the relationships that result from it. RT has brought in changes in the family structures, notions of motherhood, and timing of reproduction, resetting of biological clock for women, not just limiting to their reproductive years. It also looks at how the surrogate mothers construct kinship ties, through notions of blood and sweat, in making kinship claims. An anthropological enquiry into the lived experiences of surrogate mothers, their families and the experiences of the commissioned parents, throw light on the processes of newer forms of reproduction and emerging newer forms of relationships. The paper addresses, how surrogacy, through the use of techno-science is countering gender stereotypes, patriarchy, complicating bio-sociality- familial, community and national context, in which they are embedded.
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